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July 17: Fisheries Secretary (SEPESCA) Guillermo Jimenez Morales told reporters that the
government is studying requests by several governments, including the US, Japan and some
European nations, to fish Mexican territorial waters for species Mexican fleets have not exploited.
Jimenez Morales emphasized that any agreement would require absolute compliance with current
legislation, and Mexican sovereignty of its 200-mile off-shore exclusive economic zone (EEZ) will not
enter into discussions. At present, the Mexican fishing industry exploits about 25 of the 200 species
available in the EEZ. According to Jimenez Morales, inadequate funding has resulted in a 60%
decline in the nation's shrimp fleet, from 2,200 to 700 vessels over the past season. Approximately
$66 million are necessary for restructuring the debt of state-run fishing cooperatives, and another
$66 million for capital investment. July 22: Due to the cholera epidemic, prices for fish and seafood
have dropped by approximately 60% over the past six months. Most Mexican fishing vessels are
obsolete or non- operational. Financial resources for repairs and replacement are inadequate.
Representatives of state-run fishing cooperatives and the private sector are opposed to authorization
of fishing rights in Mexican territorial waters for foreign fleets. They argue that such action could
further damage the ailing domestic industry. Miguel Paz, Tabasco state representative of the
National Fishing Industry Chamber (CANAINPE), supported the idea of joint ventures with foreign
investors in order to upgrade fishing cooperative fleets. According to Paz, a complete upgrade
would cost about $3.3 million for the cooperatives, and $6.6 million for private sector fleets. July 29:
In statements to reporters, Jeronimo Ramos Saez Pardo, SEPESCA international affairs director,
said the government has been able to overcome negative consequences of the US embargo of
Mexican tuna by negotiating the sale of the surplus to European and Asian countries. Saez Pardo
said the move has also provided opportunities for exporters to open new markets in Japan, Italy,
Iceland, Great Britain and Czechoslovakia, thereby reducing dependence on the US. Aug. 5:
During a press conference, National Fishing Industry Chamber (CANAINPE) president Rafael Ruiz
Moreno predicted that the cholera scare combined with the US embargo could cause up to $300
million in losses for the fishing industry. Fear of cholera has resulted in a 60% decline in domestic
consumption of seafood. Ruiz Moreno said the Mexican market is saturated with canned tuna
and sardines, and the nation's fishing vessels are functioning as warehouses for surplus seafood.
In the case of tuna, demand is down 50 to 60%. An estimated 15,000 metric tons of canned tuna
are currently held in warehouses; about 6,000 MT on store shelves; and, 16,000 MT in temporary
storage on fishing vessels. Despite a 60% decline in the shrimp catch, said Ruiz Moreno, the price
has dropped from an average of 18,000 pesos ($5.97) per kg. to about 13,000 pesos ($4.31). Aug. 9:
Fisheries Secretary (SEPESCA) Jimenez Morales said the federal government plans to spend $165
million on renovating the Pacific coast shrimp fleet. Between 1987 and 1990, shrimp exports dropped
by 12%, 15%, 32%, and 27%, respectively. (Sources: El Nacional, 97/18/91; El Financiero, 07/18/91,
07/19/91, 07/22/91; El Universal, 07/30/91; La Jornada, 07/18/91, 08/06/91, 08/11/91; Uno Mas Uno,
07/19/91, 08/06/91, 08/11/91)
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